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IN THE CLAIMS 

please replace the previous claims with the following claims: 

1- (currently amended) A system for transmitting Information in a broadcast 
distribution system that Is targeted to a system user, said system comprising: 

a) a network headend for transmitting at least one infomnation stream to a 
plurality of users, said information stream being comprised of a plurality o1 information 
selections and a plurality of corresponding codes, each said code identifying a 
characteristic of a corresponding one of said selections that is employed to identify a 
system user to whom oithor sa i d ooloct i on, or additional infomnation related to said 
selection[[,]] should be transmitted; 

b) a distribution network for transmitting said infomiation stream with said 
codes; and 

c) a plurality of terminal devices interfaced to said distribution network for 
receiving said information stream, each said temninal device including a temainal 
processor and a user demographic database that contains demographic information 
about a corresponding user of said terminal devtoe , caid ucor domogroph i o databas e 
b e ing not - accocc i b l o to ca i d network hoadend - and said distribution n e two ik. said 
terminal processor being programmed to compare each code for each selection in said 
information stream with said demographic information in said database, and determine 
therefn^m whether said user is designated to receive said se l e ction of additional 
information related to said selection. 

2. (original) The system of daim 1, wherein said headend further includes an 
encoder for generating said codes, and inserting said codes into said information 
stream, one each before a corresponding one of said selections. 

3. (original) The system of daim 1, wherein said information stream is a video 
Information stream, said broadcast distribution system is a cable television distribution 
system, and said temiinal devices are each a set top converter box. 
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4. (original) The system of claim 3, wherein said (nfomiatiori selections include 
advertisements. 

5. (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said temiinal processor is further 
programmed to provide a prompt to a corresponding user if said processor determines 
that said user is designated to receive said additional information. 

6. (original) The system of claim 5, wherein said headend further includes a 
database containing said additional infomnation that is to be made available to selected 
system users, based on the demographic information in the user demographic 
database. 

7. (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said headend includes a multiplexer for 
simultaneously transmitting a plurality of said infomnation streams on a plurality of 
corresponding downstream channels that are interfaced between said distribution 
network and said terminal devices, each said information stream including infonT>ation 
selections that are targeted to different user demographics, and said terminal processor 
in each said terminal is programmed to determine a selected one of said downstream 
channels on which a selected information selection targeted to a user of said tenminal 
device is to be received, and access said selected infomnation selection. 

8. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein said terminal device further includes a 
tuner for selecting a one of said downstream channels to receive, and said terminal 
processor is further programmed to instnjct said tuner to tune to said selected one of 
said downstream channels to receive said selected information selection. 

9. (original) The system of claim 8. wherein said terminal processor if; further 
programmed to instruct said tuner to tune back to a previously selected channel after a 
designated one of said selections has been received. 
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1 0. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein said infomiation streams include at 
least one group of information selections, each selection of which is simultaneously 
transmitted with the other selections in said group, and is targeted to userj! having 
different demographics than those of users to which the other selections in said group 
are targeted. 

1 1 . (original) The system of claim 10, wherein said headend further Includes an 
insertion module for inserting said groups of information selections into said infomiation 
streams. 

12. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein each information selection In said 
groups comprises an advertisement. 

1 3. (original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein each Infonmation selection Is 
transmitted in a different PID of a common digital channel. 

14. (currently amended) A metiriod for transmitting information in a broadcast 
distribution system that is targeted to a system user comprising: 

a) providing at least one information stream in a network headend, said 
infomnation stream being comprised of a plurality of information selections and a 
plurality of corresponding codes, each said code identifying a characteristic of a 
corresponding one of said selections that is employed to identify a system user to 
whoni oitiior sa i d se ie ction, or additional information related to said selectionO should 
be transmitted; 

b) transmitting said at least one information stream to a plurality of terminal 
devices, each said terminal device including a.terminal processor and a user 
demographic database that contains demographic information about a corresponding 
user of said terminal devic e, so l d usor domograph i o dotoboco not be i ng acG e ss i b le to 
oa i d n e twork hoadond ; and 

c) employing said temninal processor to compare each code for each 
selection in said infomiation stream with said demographic information in said 
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database, and determine there from whether said user is designated to receive Gai4 
coloctiQn or said additional information related to said selection. 

1 5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 4, wherein said codes are inserted 
in said at least one infomnation stream by an encoder in said headend. 

16- (original) The method of daim 14, wherein said information stream is a video 
information stream, said broadcast distribution system is a cable television distribution 
system, and said terminal devices are each a set top converter box. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein said information selections include 
advertisements. 

18. (original) The method of daim 14, further comprising the step of providing a 
prompt to a con^esponding user if said terminal processor determines that said user is 
designated to receive said additional information. 

19. (original) The method of daim 18, further comprising the step of transmitting 
said addrtional infomnation from a database in said headend. 

20. (cun^ently amended) The method of daim 14^ wherein said step of transmitting 
further comprises: 

1) multiplexing a plurality of said information streams and simultaneously 
transmitting said plurality of infomnation streams, each said information stream including 
information selections that are targeted to different user demographics; 

2) determining with said tenminal processor a selected one of said 
information selections that is targeted to a user of said terminal device; and 

3) accessing said selected one of said information selections from said 
information stream. 
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21. (original) The method of claim 20, wherein said temiinal device furiJier includes 
a tuner for selecting a one of said downstream channels to receive, and said step of 
accessing further comprises instmcting said tuner with said terminal processor to tune 
to said selected one of said downstream channels to receive said selected infomiation 
selection. 

22. (original) The method of claim 21 , further comprising the step of ini5tmcting said 
tuner with said temiinal processor to tune back to a previously selected channel after a 
designated one of said selections has been received. 

23. (original) The method of daim 20, wherein said information streams include a at 
least one group of infomiation selections, each selection of which Is simultaneously 
transmitted with the other selections in said group, and is targeted to users having 
different denKjgraphics than those of users to which the other selections in said group 
are targeted. 

24. (original) The method of claim 20, wherein each information selection in said 
group is transmitted in a different PID of d common digital channel. 

25. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 5 wherein (a) comprises obtaining 
said information selections, generating said codes, and inserting said codes into said 
infomiation stream, each said code inserted before a con^sponding one of said 
information selections. 

26. (cunrerrtly amended) A system for transmitting Information in a broadcast 
distribution system that i & targ e t e d to a s y s t e m u se r , the system comprising: 

a) a network headend for transmitting at least one digital infomiation stream 
to a plurality of users, the digital information stream comprising a plurality of i nformat i on 
s e l e ct i ons advertisements and at least one code corresponding to each in formation 
se l ection advertisement each of the pluralitv of advertisements comprising a 
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continuous stream of l-frames for a predetermined amount of time at the beg inning and 
end of each advertisement : 

b) a distribution network for transmitting the digital information stream; and 

c) a plurality of terminal devices Interfaced to the distribution network for 
receiving the digital infonmation stream, each terminal device including a terminal 
processor and a user demographic database that contains demographic information 
about a user of the terminal device, the terminal processor being programined to 
compare the each code for each e o te otion advertisement with the^demognaphic 
infonnalion in said database and determine therefrom which of the plurality of 
advertisements whether the user is designated to receive th e sele otion or add i t i ona l 
information ro l otod to th e c el ootion, tho terminal dovico boing oapab l o of mcciving on 
input from tho uoor, tho -t nput oontrol li ng whothor or not th e u se r domographic databa se 
i o occooo i b l o by tho network h e ad e nd a nd - tho d istribut i on n e twork . 

27. (new) The system of daim 26, wherein each advertisement comprises a data 
stream which is adapted so that during receipt of the data stream a decoder buffer is 
known to be at a particular state at the end of each advertisement 

28. (new) The system of claim 27, wherein each advertisement of the plurality of 
advertisements comprises digitally encoded data, and each advertisement of the 
plurality of advertisements contain the same amount of digitally encoded data, 

29. (new) The system of claim 1 , wherein said user demographic database is 
adapted to be private to said tenninal device and not shared with said ne^vork headend 
and said distribution network. 

30. (new) The system of claim 5, wherein said prompt is embedded in said 
Infomiation stream. 
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IN THE DRAWINGS 

Please replace the previous Figure 1 with the attached Figure 1 (lal)eled 
replacement sheet). In the replacement sheet, Carousel App. 44 has been added, 
along with a line pointing from Info. D-Base 40 to Carousel App. 44, and from Carousel 
App. 44 to Mux 42. 
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